OUIHEINEIEIEEN of the Gosford City Aeromodellers Club inc. May/ 2008
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WHAT THE?
Ever feel like someone or some-
& thing is trying to give you a mes-
sage? Well this time Gosford Cit
Council has decided to encourag
% all learners who are now solo to
that step further. With the discovt
ery of Planetree ct in the Wyong
shire, a little birdy told me to
' check out this street sign in our
) * own local area. (
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WORKING BEES:-
Working Bees are scheduled for the Saturday after the general meetings from 07.30am.
FIELD CLOSED TILL WORK COMPLETED.

MEETINGS:-
Meetings will be held at Ourimbah - Lisarow RSL Club, Bellbird Meeting Room starting at
1930hrs.

Peter Ardill.
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Did you know that at one time there was a Central Coast modefathkib called The Central Coast Radio Flyers? T
“Radio Flyers” tag was adopted briefly in the mid 70s. However, béfateRadio Control flying around Gosford beg
the early1970s.

Founding member radio control flyers in 1972 included Dr John Clarke, who bet#mgresident, Roy Sommersby, B
Woods, Rodney Woods, lan Clarke and Greg Waters. Roy Sommersby ahéhaiss the Australian C/L combat cha
pion and also held many Australian free flight records.

They were soon joined by Ken Newton, Eric Keech, Ellis Rowe and twoottine flyers Bob and Bruce Newcombe.
Newcombe brothers converted to R/C shortly after joining.

The first Central Coast model aero club meeting was helghin Qlarke’s lounge room at Terrigal in 1972. Afterwar
the club met in the now closed Terrigal Sailing Club at the HavelnAMBibds became the driving force in RC flying in
those early years. He later moved on to full size planes and was hreepioneers behind the Warnervale airstrip.
Proportional radio sets were scarce and expensive in the earlyatBshen sets cost from $350 upwards and individ
servos were $25. The sets were analogue with no computer controls.

John Clarke operated an OS radio, from OS Engines, while Gregs/dateed an early Futaba set. When Ken Newt
arrived from Sydney he brought with him a single stick Silverteteksaft and Titan sets were also popular makes.
Many of the early flyers had started with C/L and learninigyt&/C was a tricky exercise. However Central Coast flyegs
were taught by Newcastle Aeromodellers led by Maurie Dick, wholiigtd the US made Kraft radios, set up on modg
IIl. This explains why Newcastle and Central Coast flyers maseé mode II, even today
Lost planes were, and still are, an expensive setback. Badé/lmst a model with a new OS 60 Gold Head while flyin
Bateau Bay in 1972. After a fruitless late Sunday search, the club pdtia the local paper. A woman finally rang to Shy
the model was sitting in a tree near her backyard. She had sesmre dime days earlier and was wondering what to
when she saw the ad. Later on fly-aways would not be so lucky.

The first time | spotted radio control models was in 1972 at theladERhtrance airstrip near Bateau Bay. This area
occupied by sports fields and a High School. They drew a big coov@lindays because of the nearby Entrance roa
club however was soon on the move because permanent flyingWielddhard to find, even in those days. By the tim
had decided to join they were no longer at Bateau Bay and foed tvas unable to locate them.

The club flew brief stints at Gosford racecourse and Wyong racexothe club also flew at other sites, but was con
stantly being moved on.

When [ finally wanted to join in June 1973 the club had moved to tledidBerkley Vale near the railway line. Bill
Woods was the club secretary and he taught me to fly on areflstmade Titan buddy box cabled set. Bill's favour
trick was the high speed inverted rudder tip grass grazing phiss) to this day | cannot perform. _
Because many members had been control line flyers they flewhig same way, standing in the middle of the field an§
doing left hand circuits around themselves. We never learnthigid circuits. This made taxiing from the pits an inte
ing exercise as both you and the aircraft were crossing an aatiweay.

Later, when | began visiting other clubs in Sydney and Newdasts told that they only flew from in front of the pits
| quickly learnt to fly in either direction. Slowly this idea wasoduced to the Central Coast club but for a while the
were dual flying positions on the field.

The Berkely Vale field was surrounded by tall gum trees, whicHlgauover to approach for landing. | left the wing
my Hustler in a top branch while learning to land there. Despitedbs, tthe Berkeley Vale field had excellent runwaysg
which were scraped out by one of the members, Rex Datsun, an earthostatpr. Rex flew a Keil Kraft Super 60 ta
dragger.

The club’s first completely lost aircraft happened at BerkeleMadnd other flyers saw Jack Grant’s Hustler disapp
late one Sunday afternoon across the railway line after a dead stitikpitmved to be a mystery that was never solve
Despite weeks of searching, the plane was never seen again.

Unlike today, radio sets were built in Australia and foreignmgent was heavily taxed. The two main local brands
made in Sydney by Silvertone and Titan. Flying was on 27 MHz AM wdaele a solid link, as CB radios were yet to
come popular.

The Australian made sets were very advanced for their s prisingly powerful. The Silvertone keyboard had begn
introduced with channel spacings down to 15Khz. Successful flyimgmnigtrations were done on single 15 KHz spacirs
using the locally made radios. However as Japanese sets beosergrevalent, wider spacing was the norm. Each chll
nel was twin colour coded and flyers were expected to havathe tsvo colour ribbons on their TX aerial.
The Berkeley Vale site was finally lost to developers in ttee7@s and model flying moved to Tuggerah and a new eng.
A special thanks goes to Bill for sharing his story with @&yron.
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A REAL RANGE TEST by Paul Hewitson

Upon hearing the claim that the new XPS XtremeLink 2.4 Gig radio’srenaliles had a range of 8km, | decided to put
the test as | have been using a module successfully in my idRaasgome time. One reason for doing this was that mo
people do not know what the range really is. We have all been askedafly give the answer, “further away than you ¢
see the model” Now we have a more accurate answer.

We decided to test 3 different receivers while we were at it.

1/ XPS 2.4 Ghz 10 channel receiver

2/ a 36MHz JR 10 channel synthesized receiver

3/ a $40.00 6 channel internet special 2.4 gig receiver for park flyers.

The test was to be line of sight, with Daniel Adams at the Lookoditwaglup Kariong hill, operating the transmitters, wf
me, Matt and the models driving to different locations to coetieg range on all three radios. We communicated using
way radios.

The results were surprising; the first location was Gosfordaoap, all radios worked fine, the distance being 2km. To
save time we decided to go straight to the maximum distaea®uld using line of sight locations. This was Erina car p
Well, here is the surprise, all radios still worked at 7.8km, even the $401@m@oreceiver, all models responded as re-
guested.

That just shows that not all advertising is false.

It does raise some other issues, that being the minimum distbéikm between flying fields as stated by the M.ALAA. .
(MOP 008).

Nic Lucas recently wrote a review of the XPS Module and receivers that was publigtidmbine Magazine. He noted th
at normal flying distances the system worked well in line of sight and even through sm@stt@round a metal fence. H
did note however that it was sensitive to pointing the antenna directly at the plane as sigoat wagn this happened. H
recommended facing the antenna away from the plane as the radio waves emanate sidelvalsqdeer frequencies).
This article and Nic's can be found on the club website imihis and tipsection.
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Thanks to everyone who has assisted by contributingt@lib Mag, the response from everyone has been rgatir item
hasn’t made this issue | will hopefully get it in next tirhbeope everyone enjoys reading this as much as | emjoggut. Byron.




A Weekend Cruiser

About 15yrs ago | had a go at cross country flying, all that | learnt was
how not to do it. We had planned on covering 200km but unfortunately only
managed 120km. With the information learned from the last century & help
from my assistants Matt (aerobatics ace) & Brian (known to most as Alky), |
decided to have another go. Hopefully a more successful attempt, this time
the goal was 450 km, from Cobar to Broken Hill.

The model had to have a cruise speed of "approximately” 100kmh, be
very economical on fuel, reliable & easy to land on unknown runways, most
probably with cross winds. We settled on an overgrown Tiger 2, known as a
Tiger 120. This has an 80" wingspan, is big enough to carry a reasonable
amount of fuel load & easy to land.

The model had a max range of 280km on 2 litres of fuel, the engine
used was a 31cc Ryobi petrol engine out of my 1991 model whipper snip-
per, still running the original piston and ring. Maximum speed was 140kmh
(no Mark, we found out with the radar gun), & cruise speed was 120 kmh.
The new 2.4 gig radio was a big step forward from last time as there are no
frequency or interference issues & no need to hang the aerial out of the win-
dow, much warmer with the window up as it was only 4 deg C when we
started at day break.

The plan was to run approx 150km & refuel when we came across an
appropriate site, this worked well, being able to share the flying also made a
huge difference, 1.5 hr flights are a little mentally draining. Landing just out-
side Broken Hill as planned was a rewarding experience. The total flying
time was 4hr 10 min for 450 km ( | know Mark, Brian did all the driving).

The 14hr trip home had us wondering what to do with the model now,
we have this model, tailor made for long flights. With our field not worthy of
such a long flight, stay tuned for the next episode.

P.S. Mark, just in case you need it, Brian's drivers licence number is XXXX
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GET ONLINE, EVERYTHING IN HERE AND MORE IS AVAILABLE ATTHE
CLUB'’'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE. DOWNLOAD THE PDF VERSION OF THIS
AND PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS FROM THHNEWSLETTERSLINK IN THE
ORANGE NAVIGATION BAR ON THE RIGHT HAND SIDE OF THE WBSITE.

www.gosfordcityaeromodellers.cor
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